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Wine of the month, May 2012 
 
 

2009 Mahi ,  ‘Twin  Va l leys ’ ,   Gewürztraminer ,  Wai rau  Va l ley ,  Mar lborough  
40.00  bott le  /  25 .40  carafe  /  11 .60  g lass  

 
Mar lborough  i s  s i tua ted  on  the  South  I s land ' s  no r th -eas te rn  t ip ,  bo rdered  by  bo th  the 
Pac i f i c  Ocean and  the  Mar lbo rough Sounds ,  l end ing  i t  a  mar i t ime  c l imate .  The  reg ion 
boas ts  the  p i c turesque  p la ins  o f  the  Wa i rau Val l ey ,  she l te red  by  the  Southern  A lps  to  the 
south-wes t  and  the  Ka ikoura  Ranges  to  the  eas t .  Mar lborough i s  NZ ‟ s  l a rges t  w ine 
reg ion ,  r espons ib le  f o r  a round 50% of  a l l  i t s  v ines ,  and  over  65% of  i t s  Sauv ignon B lanc .   

 
 

A fu l l  r i ch  w ine  w i th  a g reat  midd le  pa la te .  Turk i sh  de l ight  
f l avours  and  c i t rus  charac te r i s t i c s  cont inue  to  evo lve in  the  

g lass ,  g iv ing  love ly  deve loped  sp i cy  no tes .  
 Mahi  wh ich  means  “ to  work ,  to  cra f t”  was es tab l i shed  in 2001 .  
The  Mah i  symbo l  r ep resents  the  s t reng th ,  l i f e  and  g rowth  o f  the 
nat ive  New Zea land koru  ( f ern  f r ond) ,  toge ther  w i th  the  
unders tand ing  that  w ine  shou ld  never  be rushed  to  bo t t l e ,  
r espec t ing  i t s  ab i l i t y  t o  evo lve  and  deve lop  natura l l y  over  t ime .  
Accord ing ly ,  the  v ineyard  represents  the  fu l f i l lment  o f  a  per sonal  
d ream for  B r ian  B i ckne l l  and  h i s  w i f e  N i c o la .  B r ian  has  an  
excep t iona l  por t f o l i o  bo th  in  New Zea land  and  in te rnat iona l l y ,  

hav ing  es tab l i shed  h i s  r eputa t ion  as  a  w inemaker ,  domes t i ca l l y ,  f o r  Seres in  v ineyards  in  
Mar lborough and  in  Er razur i z  in  Ch i l e .  B r ian ‟ s  par t i cu la r  v i s ion  fo r  Mah i ,  w i th in  i t s  
Mar lborough se t t ing ,  however ,  was  to  h igh l ight  the  ind iv idua l i ty  o f  par t i cu la r  v ineyard 
s i tes  ra ther  than confo rming  to  the  reg iona l  s te reo type .  Th i s  approach  led  to  a  s t rong 
f o l l ow ing amongs t  journa l i s t s ,  w ine  buyers  and  consumers  a l i ke .  I n  2006 Mah i  moved  to  
i t s  cur rent  w inery ,  jus t  wes t  o f  Renw ick ,  where  Br ian  and  N ico la  in t roduced  a 
Mar lborough „se r ies ‟  wh i le  cont inu ing  to  exp lo re  the  exc i t ing  poss ib i l i t i e s  p resented  by 
spec i f i c  v ineyards  and g rowers .  The  area ‟ s  na tura l  h i l l s ide  caves  –  u t i l i zed  by  the 
v ineyard  f r om i t s  incept ion  -  have  been upgraded  over  the  year s  and are  now su i tab le  f or  
bar re l  s to rage ,  w i th  tanks  re f r ige ra ted  to  su i t  the i r  Sauv ignon B lanc  f ermenta t ions .  The 
f ocus ,  however ,  r ema ins  on P ino t  No i r ,  Chardonnay  and  Sauv ignon B lanc .   
   I n  2003 ,  ano ther  v ineyard ,  Tw in  Va l l eys ,  was  se lec ted  by  Br ian  as  i t  was  s i tua ted  in 
ano ther  d i s t inc t ive  par t  o f  the  Wa i rau  Va l l ey .  I t s  l o ca t ion  in  Fareham Lane ,  wh ich  i s  f a r  
wes t ,  g ives  s l i ght ly  coo ler  temperatures  and  longer  r ipen ing  t imes  -  pe r f ec t  g row ing 
cond i t i ons  f or  the  a romat i c  Gewürz t raminer  which  saw i t s  f i r s t  v in tage  in  2006 .  
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